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FLOURISHING AS KINGDOM DISCIPLES

PT 2: How To Be Separate In A Connected World
By Andrew Foo (2/4/17)
Scripture – 2 Cor 6:14-18 (LEB)
14

Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers, for what participation is there
between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light have with
darkness? 15 And what agreement does Christ have with Beliar? Or what share does a
believer have with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does the temple of God
have with idols? For we are the temple of the living God, just as God said,
“I will live in[a] them and will walk about among them, and I will be their God and they
will be my people.”[b] 17 Therefore “come out from their midst
and be separate,” says the Lord, “and do not touch what is unclean,[c]
and I will welcome you,[d] 18 and I will be a father to you,
and you will be sons and daughters to me,” [e] says the all-powerful Lord.

1. What is separation?
a) “Separate” - To be set apart for a special purpose
- To be distinctive or different
- Being exclusive

Ezek 44:23 (CSB)
23
They are to teach my people the difference between the holy and the
common, and explain to them the difference between the clean and the unclean.
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b) Separation vs Isolation
c) Separation happens internally first

2. How to be separate?
a) 2 Cor 6:14-16 – Realize our identity
14

Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers, for what participation is
there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what fellowship does light
have with darkness? 15 And what agreement does Christ have with Beliar? Or
what share does a believer have with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement
does the temple of God have with idols? For we are the temple of the living
God, just as God said, “I will live in[a] them and will walk about among them,
and I will be their God and they will be my people.”

 Unequally yoked concept – Deut 22:10 (NIV)
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Do not plow with an ox and a donkey yoked together.
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b) 2 Cor 6:17a – Respond to God’s command
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Therefore “come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord
 “‘Come out from their midst and be separate’ says the Lord”
 From Isa 52:11 (NCV)
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You people, leave, leave; get out of Babylon! Touch nothing that is
unclean. You men who carry the LORD’s things used in worship, leave
there and make yourselves pure.

c) 2 Cor 6:17c-18 – Receive the blessings
…and I will welcome you, 18 and I will be a father to you, and you will be sons
and daughters to me,” says the all-powerful Lord.
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