TEACHER’S NOTES

HOW TO RIGHTLY RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
By Andrew Foo (12/2/17)

1. The Importance Of Right Response – 1 Thess 2:13 (NKJV)
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For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received
the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who
believe.
 Imperfect messenger – Divine message
 “Welcomed”
 “Effectively works” (Energeo)

2. The Different Responses

a) Acts 20:7-9 (NLT) – Sleepiness
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On the first day of the week, we gathered with the local believers to share in
the Lord’s Supper.[a] Paul was preaching to them, and since he was leaving the
next day, he kept talking until midnight. 8 The upstairs room where we met
was lighted with many flickering lamps. 9 As Paul spoke on and on, a young
man named Eutychus, sitting on the windowsill, became very drowsy. Finally,
he fell sound asleep and dropped three stories to his death below.

b) Ezek 33:31-32 (TLB) – Entertainment
31

So they come as though they are sincere and sit before you listening. But
they have no intention of doing what I tell them to; they talk very sweetly
about loving the Lord, but with their hearts they are loving their money. 32 You
are very entertaining to them, like someone who sings lovely songs with a
beautiful voice or plays well on an instrument. They hear what you say but
don’t pay any attention to it!

c) Neh 8:2-3, 5-6 (CEV) – Attentiveness
Neh 8:2-3
1-2
On the first day of the seventh month,[a]the people came together in the
open area in front of the Water Gate. Then they asked Ezra, who was a
teacher of the Law of Moses, to read to them from this Law that the LORD had
given his people. Ezra the priest came with the Law and stood before the
crowd of men, women, and the children who were old enough to understand.
3
From early morning till noon, he read the Law of Moses to them, and they
listened carefully.

Neh 8:5-6
5

Ezra was up on the high platform, where he could be seen by everyone, and
when he opened the book, they all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the great LORD
God, and the people shouted, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed with their
faces to the ground and worshiped the LORD.

d) Acts 17:11 (Voice) – Diligence
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The Jewish people here were more receptive than they had been in
Thessalonica. They warmly and enthusiastically welcomed the message and
then, day by day, would check for themselves to see if what they heard from
Paul and Silas was truly in harmony with the Hebrew Scriptures.

