
Get Real! 
EXPOSING HINDRANCES TO A CARING COMMUNITY 



1 Peter 2:1-5 (NIV) 

1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all 

deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  
2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk,  

so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,  
3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by 

humans but chosen by God and precious to him—  
5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a 

spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,  

offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable  

to God through Jesus Christ. 



INTRODUCTION: 1 PETER 2:1 – 5 

• V5: God’s expressed desire to build 
Himself a spiritual house using the living 
Stone (Jesus Christ) and living stones 
(believers like ourselves in ROLC) to 
serve His purpose. 

• V1: Our responsibility 



HINDRANCES 

A. Let-down by Church Leadership 

• Realistic expectations of, and healthy 
respect for leadership is essential. 

• Failing which, cynicism, mistrust and 
suspicion can hinder advancement of 
the church community to fulfil  
God’s purpose. 



HINDRANCES 

• Recognise: As humans, church leaders 
also have weaknesses, and therefore, the 
need to pray for church leaders and their 
families - James 5:17 

• Pray for: 
-  Wisdom  
-  Protection 



HINDRANCES 

B. Rivalry / Misunderstanding /  
Strife Leading To Unforgiveness 

• Tension, negative vibes abound 

• Leo Tolstoy – “Quench a fire at the  
first spark.” 

• Consider God’s provision of forgiveness 
through the Lord’s Supper. 



. 

A Spark Neglected 
by Leo Tolstoy 



The woman went and looked at the hen. There she 

was on the perch with the other birds, her eyes 

just closing ready to go to sleep.  

The woman wished she could have asked the hen 

and got an answer from her. 

Then she went to the neighbour's, and Gabriel's 

mother came out to meet her. 

“What do you want, young woman?” 

“Why, Granny, you see, my hen flew across this 

morning. Did she not lay an egg here?” 



“We never saw anything of it. The Lord be 

thanked, our own hens started laying long ago. 

We collect our own eggs and have no need of 

other people's! And we don't go looking for eggs 

in other people's yards, lass!” 

The young woman was offended and said more 

than she should have done.  

Her neighbour answered back with interest, and 

the women began abusing each other.  



- Leo Tolstoy -  



JAMES 2:1-4 (NLT)  

A WARNING AGAINST PREJUDICE 



JAMES 2:1-4 (NLT)  

A WARNING AGAINST PREJUDICE 

1 My dear brothers and sisters, how can you 

claim to have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus 

Christ if you favor some people over others? 

2 For example, suppose someone comes into 

your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and 

expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is 

poor and dressed in dirty clothes.  



JAMES 2:1-4 (NLT)  

A WARNING AGAINST PREJUDICE 

3 If you give special attention and a good seat to 

the rich person, but you say to the poor one, 

“You can stand over there, or else sit on the 

floor”—well, 4 doesn’t this discrimination show 

that your judgments are guided by evil motives. 



HINDRANCES 

C. Favouritism - James 2:1-4 

• 1 Sam 16:7 explains our innate tendency 
to judge people by outward appearance. 

• God’s dream: His Church to be the 
greatest leveller in society, cutting across 
all social and economic barriers 

 



HINDRANCES 

D. Shame & Its Negative Repercussions 

• Shame  Fear  Cover-up in fear of gossip 

• 人言可畏 (ren2 yan2 ke3 wei4):  
Gossip is a fearful thing 

• Nature of gossip: Proverbs 26:22 

• Scriptural response: Proverbs 10:12,  
 Genesis 9:20-23 



ren2 
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yan 
言 

ke3 
可 

wei4 
畏 



Proverbs 26:22 (NLV) 

22
 The words of one who tells 

secret things about people are 

like good-tasting bites of food. 

They go down into the inside 

parts of the body. 





Genesis 9:20-23 (NIV) 

20 Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a 

vineyard. 21 When he drank some of its wine, he 

became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. 
22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father naked 

and told his two brothers outside.  
23 But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it 

across their shoulders; then they walked in 

backward and covered their father’s naked body. 

Their faces were turned the other way so that they 

would not see their father naked. 



Verse 22:  

Ham broadcasted their 

father’s shame to his two 

other brothers.  



CONCLUSION 

Will ROLC become a strong spiritual house, 
made up of living stones like you and I  
coming together to form a caring community?   

Or is this merely our Heavenly Father’s  
pipe dream? 












