
 

 

The End Times Part 2 - The Rapture 

A. THE PURPOSE OF JESUS’ COMING 

1. TO DESTROY THE ANTICHRIST 

i. The antichrist comes before the day of the Lord  

 He is presently being restrained - 2 Thess 2:5-8  

 The time will come when he will no longer be restrained 

ii. When the antichrist appears Jesus will come to destroy him 

 

2. TO GATHER HIS PEOPLE UNTO HIMSELF – 2 THESS 2:1 

 Difference between “rapture” and “caught up” 

i. Rapture (latin: raptuna) 

 Depicts sudden disappearance, vanished into thin air 

 Bible says we will be “caught up” not “raptured” 

ii. Caught up 

 “caught up” means “to lift up” Or “to pick up” 

 It indicates visibility, not sudden disappearance 

iii. When Jesus went back to heaven 

 He was “caught up” into the cloud 

 

3.  A NEW RESURRECTION BODY 

i. What is resurrection 

 Jesus said spirit has not flesh and blood 

 The dead in Christ need a resurrection body 

 It is when the body is made alive and comes out of the grave 

 

B. WHEN WILL WE BE CAUGHT UP? - 1 Thess 5:1-4   

1. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN VERSE 3 AND VERSE 4 

i. Paul uses the word “they” in verse 3 



 

 

 They shall say, peace and safety then sudden destruction 

 They shall not escape 

ii. In verse 4 Paul uses the word “you” 

 You are not in darkness 

iii. The difference 

 Verse 3 refers to unbelievers 

 Verse 4 refers to the saints 

 

2. WILL THE DAY OF THE LORD COME AS A THIEF IN THE NIGHT?  

It depends on who you are 

i. For those in darkness - 1 Thess 5:3   

 The Lord will come as a thief in the night 

 They will say peace and safety; then sudden destruction  

 Suddenly means without warning, to be taken by surprise  

 They will not escape but will be destroyed  

ii. But we are not in darkness - 1 Thess 5:4   

 We are children of light 

 The day of the Lord will not overtake us as a thief  

 

3. HOW WILL THE LORD SAVE YOU AND ME? 

i. Firstly, He will give us a new, incorruptible, immortal body 

ii. Secondly, we will be caught up to meet Him in the air 

 The righteous shall be caught up 

 The wicked will be destroyed 

 

4. HOW WILL THE WICKED BE DESTROYED? 

Zechariah prophesied regarding the coming of the Lord in Zech 14  

 Verse 1: behold, the day of the Lord cometh, 



 

 

 Verse 2: He will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; 

 Verse 3: the Lord shall go forth, and fight against those nations.  

 

i. The event that will bring forth the coming of Jesus  

 Jerusalem will be surrounded by all the nations of the world  

 All the armies of the world will gathered against Jerusalem 

ii. The wicked will be destroyed - Zech 14:12-13  

 They will kill one another  

 They will be smite with plague 

 Plagues of hailstone from heaven - Rev 16:21   

 

Note:  

 This is the reason why, just before God destroys the wicked; Jesus 
will come back to take the righteous out first 

 The resurrection of the just will take place just before the 
destruction of the wicked  

 We will be caught up into the cloud and in the air 

 


